USF ST. PETERSBURG FACILITIES .M ASTER PLAN
DACKGROUND
In 1999, the Florida State Legislature established a special planning and permit review
process for the state university system that would ensure that universities are developed
or expanded in a manner consistent with principles of good growth management.
Special provisions for campus planning and concurrency were established. These
provisions focus on four areas:
•
•
•
•

Providing for separate processes for master planning and development approval;
Recognizing the need for close coordination between Florida's public universities
and their surrounding communities;
Ensuring that the universities are fmancially responsible for their impacts on local
public services, facilities and natural resources; and
Establishing a process for resolving disputes without costly litigation.

The USF St. Petersburg Master Plan was adopted July 1, 1995, and contains the
following eight required elements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Future Land Use
Conservation
Housing
Transpo1tation
Intergovernmental Coordination
Recreation and Open Space
General Infrastructure
Capital Improvements

The Master Plan identifies specific land uses, densities and intensities ofuse, and location
of structures. It also establishes standards for on-site development, site design,
environmental management, and preservation of historical and archaeological resources.

PROGRAM
The 10-year enrollment projection for the St. Petersburg campus points to a 165 percent
growth increase. The 10-year Master Plan illustrates a program of facilities expansion
estimated at approximately 350,000 gross square feet. This Plan is reviewed and updated
through an amendment process every five years. Other agencies within the University
perimeter, such as USGS and DEP, are expected to add over 100,000 gross square feet in
addition. Due to the relatively contained area of the campus, the program of academic,
research and support space can be laid out in a relatively compact and centralized way,
still allowing for parking, recreation and supp01t facilities to be located at the periphery.
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CONCEPT
The primary organizational theme for St. Petersburg is that of retaining the city street and
block structure within the University area as the organizing fi·amework of the campus,
modified by conversion of the existing streets either to pedestrian open spaces or twolane campus drives. The intent is to maintain the visual continuity of the street grid and
city sidewalk lines in order to integrate the campus with the smTounding urban fabric
while reducing/eliminating thru traffic and thereby reducing pedestrian-vehicle conflict.
Two principal pedestrian open spaces will be created in the heart of the campus. A
"Central Lawn,, will be formed on the axis of Second Street between Sixth and Seventh
Avenue as a wide quad-like space around which the future academic buildings will be
placed, and as a means of spatially connecting the new library with the expanded Campus
Activity Center. The Central Lawn will intersect on its southern edge with a new
pedestrian promenade laid out on the existing Seventh Street east-west axis fi·om First
Street to Third Street and that will provide a pedestrian link to the medical facilities to the
west.
The Campus Master Plan is scheduled for revision and update during the current 200 1
calendar year as required by State statute. Preliminary collection of data is now
underway and it is expected that the Master Plan process will involve all campus faculty,
staff, and students as well as the St. Petersburg and Pinellas County communities in
providing input for the plan update. It is further expected that there will be substantial
change in the Plan resulting fi·om but not limited to the following factors:
1. The Florida Legislature created USF St. Petersburg as a fiscally autonomous
campus ofUSF.
2 . New academic programs have been added
3. Freshman/Sophomore level students and courses have been added
4. Enrollment projections have changed
5. The addition of residential facilities on the campus is expected
Document USF-6 is a copy of the current Facilities Master Plan which governs campus
development until late in calendar year 2001 when the revised and updated Plan should
be completed.
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